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LINDON CITY GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
Visual Preference Survey - Joint Meeting, April 28, 2022
General Plan Committee, City Council and Planning Commission
A visual preference survey was conducted as part of the scoping process for the General Plan Update. The purpose of the 
survey was to help gauge committee preference for different land uses and activities, with a focus on the visual qualities of 
existing and future uses. 

A minority of the images are of existing sites and uses in and around Lindon with the bulk of images from other areas,  
highlighting potential future uses. The images encompass a range of residential, commercial, park, recreation, open space, 
trail and industrial uses, as well as various place-types, neighborhoods and districts.  

A series of 50 images were presented in the survey and each 
participant was asked to score each image on a scale of +3 to -3, with 
0 being neutral, by dragging a slider for each question as shown below. 

Analysis
The scores for each image were totaled and divided by the number of 
responses, resulting in a mean score for each. The highest mean score 
was 2.80 and the lowest -1.00. The ranked images are located on the 
last six pages of this analysis. 

The three highest and lowest ranked images in each of the five 
categories below are illustrated in the following pages.

Category 1: Overall 
The three highest-ranked overall images portray outdoor recreation, including parks, trails and natural open space. Each of 
the top-three images were highly-liked, with a mean score of 2.60 or higher.  

In contrast to the most positive images, the bottom three images overall portray multifamily housing and a car dealership. 
Each of the images were low-ranked, with scores ranging from -0.75 to -1.00. 

Category 2: Parks, Open Space and Trails 
Two of the top three images for Parks, Open Space and Trails are the same as those in the Overall Category. The highest 
ranked image (2.80) illustrating a paved bike path surround by natural open space. The second highest-ranked image 
(2.70) is of a playground with rope climbing structures, benches and trees. The third highest-ranked image (2.60) is of 
an paved trail in a natural open space area. It should be noted that the three lowest-ranked images in this category are 
still highly-ranked overall, with no image ranking lower than 1.20. The lowest-ranked image is of the Lindon Marina. The 
second lowest-ranked image is of children playing at a splash park. The third lowest-ranked image is of a dog park. 

Category 3: Residential Uses and Neighborhoods
The top three residential images scored between 2.35 and 2.00, all of which were single-family homes. The highest-ranked 
image is a large home, the second-highest ranked is a moderately sized home and the third highest-ranked is a large home 
on a large lot with rural style fencing.

In contrast, the bottom-ranked three images all portray higher-density, multi-story residences. The lowest-ranked image 
(1.00) illustrates a two story townhouse building. The second-lowest-ranked image (-0.95) is a three story apartment 
building and with little landscaping. The third lowest-ranked image (-0.45) is of a smaller-scale three -story garden style 
apartments or townhouses moderate a moderate amount of landscaping. 
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Category 4: Transportation
There were only four total transportation images. The top two transportation images ranked highly (2.10 and 2.05).The 
highest-ranked image shows a simple residential street with large street trees, a sidewalk and a bicyclist riding on the road. 
The second is a well landscaped boulevard with street trees, a bicyclist riding in the street, a planted bulb-out, and public 
art within the corridor. The lowest-ranked images show wide streets with landscape enhancements and wide shoulders. 
These images scored neutral to low with averages from 1.30 to 0.60, both still positive scores.  

Category 5: Commercial, Office and Industrial Uses
The three top images from this category were highly ranked with scores between 2.30 and 1.55. The top image shows 
a historic style main street with street tree plantings, pedestrian scale street lights and other pedestrian amenities. The 
second highest-ranking image is of a well-landscaped street with pedestrian amenities and a mix of paving types. The 
third-highest ranked image is of a commercial center with special paving and historic style architecture, including a clock 
tower.

The lowest-ranked image in this category was among the lowest-ranked overall with the image of a local car dealership  
(-0.75). This was followed by an image of a local grocery store, scoring  -0.25 and then and then a image of a small 
commercial complex with public art, scoring -0.15. 

Summary
The results of the Visual Preference Survey indicate that the Joint Committee members find parks, trails and open 
space most appealing, and that single family homes and commercial areas with attractive landscaping and urban design 
elements are also important.  

This generally aligns with the results of the 2017 General Plan Survey conducted by Lindon City, which indicated that 
parks and open space and large lot low-density residential were the most important types of future development to 
respondents. The survey also indicated that protecting open spaces, improved street shoulders and planting more trees 
and flowers along streets and in parks were important to improve the aesthetic of the City. 
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Highest-ranked:   (2.80) Lowest-ranked:   (-1.00)

2nd Highest-ranked:   (2.70) 2nd Lowest-ranked:   (-0.95)

3rd Highest-ranked:   (2.60) 3rd Lowest-ranked:   (-0.75)

OVERALL
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Highest-ranked:   (2.80) Lowest-ranked:   (1.20)

2nd Highest-ranked:    (2.70) 2nd Lowest-ranked:    (1.80)

3rd Highest-ranked:   (2.60) 3rd Lowest-ranked:   (1.90)

PARKS, OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
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Highest-ranked:   (2.35) Lowest-ranked:   (-1.00)

2nd Highest-ranked:    (2.13) 2nd Lowest-ranked:    (-0.95)

3rd Highest-ranked:   (2.00) 3rd Lowest-ranked:   (-0.45)

RESIDENTIAL USES AND NEIGHBORHOODS
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Highest-ranked:   (2.10) Lowest-ranked:   (0.60)

2nd Highest-ranked:    (2.05) 2nd Lowest-ranked:    (1.30)

TRANSPORTATION
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Highest-ranked:   (2.30) Lowest-ranked:   (-0.75)

2nd Highest-ranked:    (2.00) 2nd Lowest-ranked:   (-0.25)

3rd Highest-ranked:   (1.55) 3rd Lowest-ranked:   (-0.15)

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/INDUSTRIAL
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Mean Score: 2.35          #10 Mean Score: 2.35          #11 Mean Score: 2.30          #12

Mean Score: 2.50             #6 

Mean Score: 2.80             #1 Mean Score: 2.70             #2 Mean Score: 2.60             #3

Mean Score: 2.55             #4 Mean Score: 2.50             #5

Mean Score: 2.45             #7 Mean Score: 2.45             #8 Mean Score: 2.40              #9

COMBINED RESULTS
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Mean Score: 1.95          #18 

Mean Score: 2.05           #15Mean Score: 2.13          #13 Mean Score: 2.10          #14

Mean Score: 2.00          #17Mean Score: 2.00          #16

Mean Score: 1.90          #21

Mean Score: 1.60          #24

Mean Score: 1.90          #19 Mean Score: 1.90          #20

Mean Score: 1.80           #22 Mean Score: 1.80          #23
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Mean Score: 0.75          #35

Mean Score: 1.00          #32

Mean Score: 1.30          #28

Mean Score: 1.10          #31

Mean Score: 0.65          #36Mean Score: 0.80          #34

Mean Score: 1.20          #30

Mean Score: 0.85          #33

Mean Score: 1.23          #29

Mean Score: 1.55          #25 Mean Score: 1.55          #26 Mean Score: 1.35          #27
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Mean Score: 0.30          #42Mean Score: 0.40          #41

Mean Score: 0.00           #44

Mean Score: 0.50          #40  

Mean Score: 0.20          #43 Mean Score: -0.15          #45

Mean Score: 0.60          #38Mean Score: 0.60          #37 Mean Score: 0.60          #39

Mean Score: -0.25          #46 Mean Score: -0.45           #47 Mean Score: -0.75           #48
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Mean Score: -0.95          #49 Mean Score: -1.00          #50


